
Join these sentences with a comma and the word “but”.  

1.  Anna wanted to stay up. It was bedtime. 

 

 

2.  The weather was cold. Bill wore warm clothes. 

 

 

3.  My sister likes swimming. My brother likes baseball. 

 

 

Write a sentence joining two shorter sentences. Use a comma and the word “but”. 

 

Good writers use short and long sentences. You can join two shorter sentences by using a 
comma and the word “but”.  The word “but” is used to compare and contrast. 

Examples:  It was time to get up. I was tired. (It was time to get up, but I was tired.) 
 
It was raining. I didn’t bring an umbrella. (It was raining, but I didn’t bring an 
umbrella.) 
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Join these sentences with a comma and the word “or”. 

1.  We will go to the library. We will go home. 

2.   My dog needs a walk. My dog needs to run outside. 

3.  Should I wake up at 8:00? Should I wake up at 9:00? 

 

Good writers use short and long sentences. You can join two shorter sentences by using a 
comma and the word “or”.  The word “or” is used to show a choice. 

Examples:  Jack might have pancakes. Jack might have toast. (Jack might have pancakes, or 
Jack might have toast.) 

 
  Laura can clean her room. Laura can do the dishes. (Laura can clean her  
  room, or Laura can do the dishes.) 

Sentences 
Joining Two Sentences with “or”

© TutorWise 16



4.  Joe wants to be a teacher. Joe wants to be a coach.

Write a sentence joining two shorter sentences. Use a comma and the word “or”. 
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Now it is time to review what you have learned.  Read each question. Circle the correct 
sentence. 

1. a.  Are you ready for school? 
 b.  Are you ready for school.  
 c.  Are you ready for school! 

2. a.  My birthday is today! 
 b.  My birthday is today? 
 c.  My birthday is today, 

3. a.  The grass is green, and the grass is long? 
 b.  The grass is green, and the grass is long. 
 c.  The grass is green, and the grass is long, 

4. a.  He wanted to ride the bike but the seat was too high. 
 b.  He wanted to ride the bike but, the seat was too high. 
 c.  He wanted to ride the bike, but the seat was too high. 

5. a.  Should our family go fishing, or should our family go hiking! 
 b.  Should our family go fishing or, should our family go hiking? 
 c.  Should our family go fishing, or should our family go hiking? 
  

All sentences begin with a capital letter. They end with an end mark. A telling sentence ends 
with a period. An asking sentence ends with a question mark. A sentence using strong 
emotion ends with an exclamation mark.  

Sentences have a naming part and a telling part.  

They can be joined together with a comma and the words “and”, “but”, and “or” to mean 
different things. 
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Join two shorter sentences with a comma and “and”.  The sentences should relate to each 
other. 

Join two shorter sentences with a comma and “but”.  The sentences should compare and 
contrast. 

Join two shorter sentences with a comma and “or”.  The sentences should show a choice. 

Write “S” for a complete sentence.  Write “F” for a fragment.  Sentences have two parts.  
There is a naming part and there is a telling part.  Fragments do not have these two parts (a 
naming part and a telling part). 

1. We had pizza for lunch    

2. Snowed last night    

3. The basement was cold   
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4. The wooden fence   

5. The flowers grew in the garden  

6. The doorbell     

7. Ran down the street  

8. Dogs can do many tricks  

 
Draw one line under the naming part of the sentence. 
Draw two lines under the telling part of the sentence. 

1. The bus driver smiled at me. 

2. I got on the bus. 

3. The ride took ten minutes to school. 

4. Laura sat with me. 

5. She is my best friend. 

6. We are in second grade. 

7. Our school’s name is Wilson Elementary School. 

8. Mr. Parker teaches second grade. 
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