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About the Boy and the Nuts 
(An Aesop’s Fable – Retold) 

By: Sue Peterson 
 

Once upon there was a boy who spotted a large glass jar 

of nuts.  Albert wanted the nuts since he liked to eat nuts so 

he went up on top of the table to get the jar of nuts.  He put 

his hand into the jar and grabbed a whole fist of nuts.  “Wow, 

this is wonderful!”  Albert thought. 

But he couldn’t get his fist out of the jar with the nuts.  

“Wow, this is not so wonderful!”  Albert thought as he started 

to pout. (Pout means that you show you are unhappy by 

pushing out your lips.)  Albert pouted, and pouted, and 

Vocabulary 
   

spotted pout 

since scream 
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pouted!  Then Albert began to scream.  He screamed, and 

screamed, and screamed! 

Mother came into the room.  “What is wrong?” she asked 

Albert.  “What is wrong?”   

But Albert could only pout and Albert could only scream, 

“I can’t get the nuts out of the jar!  I want to eat them!  This 

silly glass jar is too small for my fist!” 

“Too small?” Mother asked with a little smile. “Albert, just 

take a few nuts and you will be able to get your fist out of the 

jar.” 

So, Albert let go of the nuts and he did what his mother 

said to do.  He took a few nuts from the glass jar and he was 

able to eat the nuts he liked so much. 

 

A fable has a moral, which is something you can learn from 

the fable.  This is the moral of the story About the Boy and 

the Nuts. 

Moral: Try to think of what to do by yourself. 
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Practice 
 
Language Work 
 
A. Fill in the blank and spell. 

 
spotted  s p ___ ___ ___ e d _______________________   

 
since  s ___ ___ c e  _______________________                    

 
pout  p ___ ___ t   _______________________ 

 
scream  s c r ___ ___ m  _______________________      
 

 
B. Use each word in a sentence.  Underline the word used. 

 
fable     ______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________. 

 

moral    ______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________. 

 

dialogue (note: the word is not in the story)  __________________ 

_____________________________________________________. 

 

wrong    ______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________. 
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Multiple-Choice Questions (Put an X in front of the correct answer.) 
 

1. What happened to Albert when he put his hand into the jar and 
grabbed a whole fist of nuts? 

 a.  He ate the nuts right away. 
 b.  He looked to see if his mother was watching. 
 c.  He got his hand caught in the jar.  
 d.  He laughed with excitement. 

 
2. Why did Albert think the jar was too small for his fist? 

 a.  He could not get his fist out of the jar. 
 b.  The jar held only a few nuts. 
 c.  He could not reach his hand into the jar. 
 d.  The cover was on too tight. 
  

3. Why did Albert’s mother say, “Albert, just take a few nuts and you 
will be able to get your fist out of the jar”? 

 a.  She did not want Albert to get fat.  
 b.  She did not want Albert to eat so much before dinner.  
 c.  She did not want Albert to break the glass jar. 
 d.  She wanted to be helpful to Albert. 

 
 
Extended Response (Answer in complete sentences.) 
 
1. Tell a time when you “pouted” and were unhappy.   

 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________. 
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2. Reread the fable and think.  Why couldn’t Albert get his hand out 
of the jar the first time before Mother offered her help? 

 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________. 
 

 
3. A fable usually ends with a moral, which is something you can 

learn from the fable.  What is the moral of this fable and what does 
it mean? 
           
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________. 
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