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Mules 
By: Sue Peterson 

 

What is a Mule?  The main idea of this text is to talk about 

mules.  The text tells you many details about mules.  A mule 

has a donkey for a father and a horse for a mother.   

 

How strong is a Mule?  Mules are very strong animals and 

they can walk about 16 miles without resting.  Mules can 

carry about 200 pounds of weight at a time and they eat less 

food than a horse that weighs the same as the mule does.   

Vocabulary 
   

mules curious 

idea danger 

hooves useful 

mane  
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Looks and Sounds of a Mule.   Mules have a short-thick 

head, long ears, thin legs, small hooves, and a short mane.  

Mules come in all shapes and sizes.  Some mules are black, 

gray, white, blue, red, orange, and brown in color.  A mule 

makes a sound that is in-between the sound that a donkey 

and the sound that a horse makes. The sound often starts 

with a whinny like a horse, and ends in a hee-haw. 

 

How Smart are Mules?  They are very smart animals.  

Mules are curious by nature.  “Curious” means they like to 

learn.  They do not let the rider get hurt or be put in danger 

so they are very smart in this way. 

 

Where Mules Live.  Many lands or countries have mules.  

China has the most mules in the world, and Mexico and 

South and Central America have lots of mules, too.  Mules 

live in the United Sates and enjoy the mountains in the 

western states, such as California and Nevada. 
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What is a Mule Used For?  In the past, mules were used by 

many farmers to plow the fields, but today there are tractors and 

trucks that do most of the plowing.  A few farmers still use mules 

to help on the farms.  Also mules are useful for carrying heavy 

loads or supplies in the mountains, as well as people who are 

travelling or camping along the rough trails. Mules are very sure-

footed and are careful when they walk on the trails.  In countries 

where people may not have a car, truck or wagon, mules are 

useful to carry people and supplies along the roads and trails. 

 

Mule Contests.  Sometimes, there are mule contests for 

prizes to see how much weight mules can pull and also 

contests to have people ride mules.  These are held at a fair 

or another event.  Maybe you have seen one of these 

contests. 

   

Ending.  This text tells the details about mules which are 

very strong, useful animals that live and work in lands all 

over the world.
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Practice 

 
Language Work 
 
A. Fill in the blank and spell. 
 

mule  m ___ l ___ ___________________________ 
 

idea  i  d  ___  ___ ___________________________   
 
mane  m ___ n ___ ___________________________ 

 
 
B. Use each word in a sentence.  Underline the word used. 
 

hooves    _____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________. 

 

curious    _____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________. 

 

danger ______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________. 

 

useful    ______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________. 
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Multiple-Choice Questions (Put an X in front of the correct answer.) 
 
1. What is a simple definition for a mule? 

 a.  The father is a horse and the mother is a donkey. 
 b.  The father and mother are both donkeys. 
 c.  The father is a donkey and the mother is a horse. 
 d.  The father and mother are both mules. 

 
2. If you were to describe where mules live, what answer is the most 

detailed? 
 a.  everywhere 
 b.  all over the world 
 c.  in many lands 
 d.  throughout the world, but mostly in China, Mexico,  

      South and Central America, and the western U.S. states 
 
3. Which answer describes the word “curious”? 

 a.  unwilling to learn 
 b.  eager to learn 
 c.  unable to learn 
 d.  disliking learning 
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Extended Response   (Answer in complete sentences.) 
 
1. What is the difference between the main idea and a detail of a 

text? 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________. 
 

 
2. The author uses a text feature called a subheading to begin each 

paragraph.  Explain what a subheading is and why this text feature 
is used. 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________. 

 
 
3. According to the information in the text, why is the mule described 

to the reader as “…a strong, useful animal in lands all over the 
world”? 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________. 
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